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Getting to the Event

Directions to Landmark: http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/landmark/location.html
· From the MBTA Subway (on foot) - Take the Green Line “D” train to the Fenway Stop.

· Driving directions
From North or South of Boston:  Take I-93 North/South to Exit 26 (Storrow Drive). Follow Storrow Drive approximately 2.5 miles to Kenmore Square/Fenway exit (on left). The exit ramp forks, stay to your right. Take right at first light into Kenmore Square. Take leftmost fork at second light onto Brookline Avenue. Once on Brookline Avenue, pass Fenway Park on your left and the movie theater, part of Landmark Center, on your right. Turn right onto Park Drive at first big intersection. Turn right again into the parking area.

From West of Boston:  Take I-90 to exit 18. Follow Storrow Drive eastbound to Kenmore Square/Fenway exit. Follow directions above.

· Once you arrive at Landmark

Parking:  available at the Landmark Center. For questions, please call Laz Parking at 617-927-0398.  

Room location:  Enter on the ground floor between Best Buy and REI; take the escalator or stairs to the upper lobby. The East Wing will be to your right, the West Wing to your left.  Proceed to the 4th floor of the West Wing.
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2011-2012 Event Series


MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

Wednesday, December 14, 2011

Refreshments:  4:30 pm – 4:50 pm


Presentations:  4:50 pm – 6:30 pm


Discussion: 6:30 – 7:00 pm


Bisphenol A and Human Health

Presentations


Early life exposure to bisphenol A and children’s behavioral development

Joe M. Braun, MSPH, Ph.D., RN

Harvard School of Public Health

The weight of evidence regarding bisphenol A and human health

Julie E. Goodman, PhD DABT


Gradient


Location


Harvard School of Public Health


Landmark Center


401 Park Drive


Room 414a West


Please RSVP by Monday, December 12th to Debra A. Kaden (dkaden@environcorp.com). 

Space is limited, so reserve your seat today.    For more information on SRA-NE, please go to:  www.sra-ne.org

Abstracts of presentations

Joseph Braun, Early Life Exposure to Bisphenol A and Children’s Behavioral Development

Virtually all persons in industrialized countries are exposed to bisphenol A (BPA) and animal studies suggest that early life exposure to endocrine disrupting compounds like BPA might impact behavioral development.  Few studies have examined these relationships in humans.  The fetus may be especially vulnerable to environmental factors due to reduced detoxification pathways and rapidly developing organ systems.  We used a prospective birth cohort of 244 mothers and their 3-year old children to examine the relationship between gestational/childhood BPA exposures and behavior/executive function at 3-years of age.  BPA exposure during pregnancy, but not childhood, was associated with worse behavior at 3-years of age, especially in girls. Domains related to behavioral and emotional regulation were most impacted by gestational BPA exposure.  These data suggest that behavioral endpoints may be sensitive to early life BPA exposure.  Based on these findings and prior studies of other environmental chemicals, additional study of this relationship is warranted.  


Julie Goodman, The Weight of Evidence Regarding Bisphenol A and Human Health.


People are exposed to bisphenol A (BPA), mostly from the ingestion of food or beverages that have been in contact with materials manufactured with BPA.  Biomonitoring and pharmacokinetic studies have shown that human exposures likely range from <0.03 to 1.61 μg/kg-d.  BPA has weak estrogen-like activity and causes adverse effects at high doses in laboratory animals.  A weight-of-evidence evaluation of the toxicological database associated with BPA’s low-dose activity shows that positive findings are countered by null findings in more numerous studies; have not been replicated; do not exhibit coherence and plausibility; do not show consistency across species, doses, and time points; and/or are from studies using non-oral exposure routes.  Positive findings of effect in epidemiology studies are not coherent with the toxicity, mechanistic, and pharmacokinetic BPA data.  As a whole, the weight of evidence does not support the hypothesis that low oral doses of BPA adversely affect human health.  


Biographical sketches of presenters


Joe M. Braun, MSPH, PhD, RN is a Research Fellow, epidemiologist, and nurse in the Department of Environmental Health at the Harvard School of Public Health.  His research focuses on environmental determinants of childhood neurodevelopment.  Dr. Braun’s prior studies have examined the relationship between environmental chemicals and childhood growth and development.  He has also published several studies examining the variability and validity of various biomarkers of environmental exposures.  Dr. Braun received two BS degrees in Biochemistry and Nursing from the University of Wisconsin.  After working as a school nurse in Milwaukee he received his MSPH and PhD in Epidemiology from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.  


Julie Goodman, Ph.D, DABT is an epidemiologist and board-certified toxicologist specializing in human health risk assessment.  She is a Principal at Gradient, an environmental consulting firm, and an adjunct faculty member in the Department of Epidemiology at the Harvard School of Public Health.  Her primary responsibilities at Gradient include weight-of-evidence analyses; the design, oversight, analysis, and interpretation of epidemiology studies; and the evaluation of chemical toxicology data, apparent disease clusters, and chemical exposures.  Before joining Gradient, Dr. Goodman was a Cancer Prevention Fellow at the National Cancer Institute. She received an S.B. in Environmental Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and an Sc.M. in Epidemiology and a Ph.D. in Environmental Health Sciences/Toxicology from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.


Getting to the event

Directions to Harvard School of Public Health


: http://www.epa.gov/ne/directions/index.html

MBTA Subway:


Use MBTA Subway service to State Street (Orange Line). Follow Congress Street south (away from City Hall & Faneuil Hall/Quincy Market) approximately 2 blocks. EPA's building at 5 Post Office Square will be on your right.  Please use the visitor entrance located on Congress Street.

Driving directions:

From North of Boston: Take I-93 North to Exit 20 towards South Station.  Continue straight onto Lincoln Street.  Turn right at Kneeland St., which shortly turns left and becomes Atlantic Ave.  Turn left at Pearl Street, and continue onto Post Office Square.

From South of Boston: Take I-93 South to Exit 24A towards Government Center.  Turn left at John F. Fitzgerald Surface Road.  Take your first right onto State Street.  Turn left at Congress St. and continue onto Post Office Square.

From West of Boston: Take I-90 to exit 24A towards South Station.  Keep left at the fork and merge onto Atlantic Ave.  Turn left at Pearl Street, and continue onto Post Office Square.

Parking: There is limited visitor parking, and street parking is likely to be challenging, given the snow.   There are several parking lots in the vicinity of the EPA building: 
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Room location: 


Enter using the visitor entrance on Congress Street.  After you check in with the guard, take the elevators to the 15th floor.  
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