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MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
Thursday, November 19, 2009

Refreshments:  3:30 pm – 3:45 pm

Presentations:  3:45 pm – 5:30 pm

Discussion: 5:30 – 6:00 pm

Traffic-Related Air Pollution and Health
Presentations

. 

Overview of the HEI Special Report on Traffic-Related Air Pollution
Maria Costantini, PhD, Health Effects Institute
The Community Assessment of Freeway Exposure and Health Study: Rationale, Methods, and Approach

Doug Brugge, PhD, MS, Professor, Tufts University School of Medicine
Traffic Source Exposures and Health Studies from the Harvard EPA Particle Center

John J. Godleski, MD, Associate Professor in the Department of Environmental Health, Harvard School of Public Health and Deputy Director of the Harvard EPA Particle Center
Following the presentations, we will invite discussion; government and community representatives available for comments and questions.

Location

Harvard School of Public Health

FXB Building Room G-12
651 Huntington Ave.

Boston, MA 02115

Please RSVP by Monday, November 16th to Amy B. Rosenstein (arosenstein@icfi.com). 
You must RSVP so that we can give your information to the guard’s desk.  Please bring an ID to the meeting.  For more information on SRA-NE, please go to:  www.sra-ne.org
Abstracts of presentations
Maria Costantini. Overview of the HEI Special Report on Traffic-Related Air Pollution.
The HEI Special Report on Traffic-Related Air Pollution (scheduled for final publication at the end of November) is a comprehensive overview of traffic-related emissions, exposures, and health effects.  Dr. Costantini will present an overview of the main conclusions of the report.  She will focus on the health effects part of the report, including the criteria used for inferring causality, and the comparison of epidemiology and toxicologic findings.
Douglas M. Brugge. The Community Assessment of Freeway Exposure and Health Study: Rationale, Methods, and Approach.
Dr. Brugge, the director of the NIH-funded Community Assessment of Freeway Exposure and Health study, a 5-year community-based participatory research project, will briefly review the literature regarding the association of particulate matter, highway location, and traffic proximity with cardiovascular and other health outcomes., and will review the properties of ultrafine particulates and gasses next to highways.  Dr. Brugge will then present data from several pilot studies leading up to the current study, and will describe the study design and progress toward the study goals to date.

John J. Godleski. Traffic Source Exposures and Health Studies from the Harvard EPA Particle Center.
Dr. Godleski will present approaches to the study of health effects from ambient particles from traffic sources.  He will then provide an overview and some results from epidemiological studies, as well as laboratory animal studies, currently being conducted at the Harvard/EPA Particle Center.

Biographical sketches of presenters

Maria Costantini holds a Ph.D. in biological sciences from the University of Milano.  After graduating she conducted laboratory research at the University of Milano and then at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Since 1987 Dr. Costantini has worked at the Health Effects Institute developing research programs and critical evaluation of the literature in the areas of air toxics, oxygenated fuels, diesel exhaust, fuel additives, and particulate matter. In recent years she has played a major role in tracking new technologies and fuels and  in developing and overseeing the Advanced Collaborative Emission Study (ACES), and has been the lead staff on the review of the literature for the health effects section of HEI’s Traffic-Related Air Pollution Special Report.  

Douglas M. Brugge, PhD, MS holds a PhD in cellular and developmental biology from Harvard University and a MS in industrial hygiene from the Harvard School of Public Health.  He is Professor in the Department of Public Health and Family Medicine at Tufts University School of Medicine.  He is director of the NIH-funded Community Assessment of Freeway Exposure and Health study, a 5-year community-based participatory research project.  He also directs the Tufts Community Research Center and is part of the leadership core for the community engagement core of the Clinical and Translational Science Institute.  He has worked in community-collaborations with many neighborhoods of Boston, including Chinatown and several public housing developments, and with Native American communities in the Southwest.  His research has largely employed the model of community-collaborative research and has involved focus groups, oral histories, surveys, environmental sampling and health outcome assessment.  His research includes: studies of asthma; the impact of culture and language on health communication; the impact of environmental tobacco smoke; motor vehicle related injuries; and the impact of uranium mining and processing on Native Americans.
John J. Godleski, MD, is Associate Professor of Pathology at Harvard Medical School and Associate Professor in the Department of Environmental Health at Harvard School of Public Health.  He has served as Deputy Director of the Harvard EPA Particle Center at Harvard School of Public Health over the past 3 years.  He also leads the Ambient Particle Research Core in the Harvard NIEHS Center.  His research focuses on toxicological studies related to air pollution and mechanisms of ambient particle health effects.
Getting to the event

Directions to HSPH, FXB G-13: http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/about/location-and-directions/longwood-campus-directions/index.html
MBTA Subway:

The school is directly across from the Brigham Circle Green Line (E) stop.

Driving directions:
From North or South of Boston: Take I-93 North/South to Exit 26 (Storrow Drive). Follow Storrow Drive approximately 2.5 miles to Kenmore Square/Fenway exit (on left). The exit ramp forks, stay to your right. Take right at first light into Kenmore Square. Take leftmost fork at second light onto Brookline Avenue. Follow Brookline Avenue approximately 1 mile and through a major intersection (Beth Israel Hospital will be on the left). Watch for blue and white Longwood Medical area signs. Take left on Longwood Avenue and a right onto Huntington Avenue.

From West of Boston: Take I-90 to exit 18. Follow Storrow Drive eastbound to Kenmore Square/Fenway exit. Follow directions above.

Once you arrive at HSPH:
Parking: There are a limited number of metered parking spaces available on Huntington Avenue in front of the HSPH, as well as on adjacent streets. There is also limited visitor parking.  There are parking lots across the street from HSPH, and hospital parking garages on Francis Street.
Room location: 

Enter 651 Huntington Avenue (FXB Building). Room G-12 is down the stairs on your right after you enter the building.
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